
8th GRADE ELA PURPLE TEAM - MRS.WELLS 
Through critical literacy, compassion, and empathy, students will recognize injustice in their world, 

 engage with an issue and voice a call to action. 
~YEAR AT A GLANCE~ 

UNIT 1 - LAUNCHING WORKSHOP  
What kind of stories do you read and why do you read them? 

UNIT 2 - MEMOIR  
Everyone has a story. Why should everyone tell their story? What is your story? 

UNIT 3 - HISTORICAL FICTION BOOK CLUBS 
Why should we read stories of the past? 

UNIT 4 - LITERARY ESSAY 
Why do these stories matter to us today? 

UNIT 5 - POETRY 
How can poetry tell stories? How does the way a story is told impact the audience? 

UNIT 6 - TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD NOVEL STUDY 
Whose stories are heard and whose aren’t? 

UNIT 7 - SOCIAL JUSTICE BOOK CLUBS 
How are these stories similar to those from the past?  What can we do to move toward a better future? 

UNIT 8 - READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Can stories change our thinking? What stories need to be told? What makes stories controversial? 

UNIT 9 - POSITION PAPER 
Now that we’ve read these stories, what action will you take? How can you make your voice heard and call others 
to take action about an issue you care about? 

 
GRADES: 
Students will be assessed in a variety of ways which include 
formal and informal assessments of reading and writing. Most 
units will begin with a pre-assessment and end with a 
summative assessment to assess mastery and celebrate growth. 
Summative assessments constitute 80% of students’ overall 
grades and formative assessments constitute 20% of the grade. 
WORKSHOP MODEL: 
Our curriculum is built around Lucy Calkins’ Reading and Writing Units of Study. We utilize the 
workshop model to teach mini-lessons and use the rest of class as workshop time when students 
are able to practice the reading and writing skills taught during the mini-lesson. For more 

information on this style of teaching, please visit www.unitsofstudy.com for an overview. 
 

Good to Know: 
● Students will engage in writing and reading workshop in 8th grade ELA. 
● Grades are based on independent reading, writing assignments, and workshop participation. 
● Students are required to read and finish a book every 3 weeks, so there is ALWAYS READING 

HOMEWORK.                              
                                         Students should read at home EVERY SINGLE DAY! 

Supplies: 
● Composition Notebook & Homework Folder 
● Novel (students will bring this book to every Purple Team class and carry it back and forth from home) 
● Writing Utensils  

 



Dear Hixson Families, 
 

I am thrilled to have your child in 8th Grade English Language Arts class! Some of our most important 
work this year will focus on strengthening reading and writing stamina and skills so that students are prepared 
for the demands of high school. 

This year Hixson replaced Discovery class with everyday P.E., so students will no longer have the 
opportunity to read at school for 20 minutes every other day. In order to meet the individual reading 
requirements for this class and build the capacity to tackle increasingly difficult text, students must read at 
home. The rigorous reading required in high school and college English classes suggests that 8th graders read 
an entire book every 5-10 days. For our purposes here at Hixson, we require students to select and read at least 
1 novel every 3 weeks with the hope that their reading stamina grows beyond that requirement. I would love to 
see every student challenge themselves to read at least 25 books this school year! 

In the interest of student engagement and motivation, they have choice in what they read. As 8th graders 
explore the world around them and beyond them, they are often drawn to Young Adult (YA) novels that deal 
with heavy topics, mature themes and sometimes include strong language. While I will not require any student 
read a “mature” YA novel, I also do not censor students’ choice of books. When students read diverse novels, 
they develop an awareness of characters’ perspectives outside their own that they may not have considered 
before. These experiences are invaluable as students grow and mature. 

It is my hope that you will ensure that your child reads at home regularly. If you are concerned about the 
content of your child’s book, I encourage you to talk to your child about what he/she is reading. Ask about the 
characters, conflicts and what he/she thinks about while reading the book. I am consistently impressed by the 
connections and insights that 8th graders make when reading self-selected literature. These experiences help 
foster a stronger sense of empathy and compassion. 

If you ever become concerned about a book your child is reading and would like to discuss it with me, 
please know that I am just a phone call or email away. Ultimately, if you are uncomfortable with a title that 
your child selects for his/her independent reading, I will support your decision and do everything within my 
power to help your child find another title. 

I look forward to a fantastic school year and partnering with you in support of your child’s growth as a 
reader and writer. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Sincerely, 
Sheri Wells 
Purple Team 8th Grade ELA   

CONTACT & HELPFUL INFORMATION 

 
 

 

 

wells.sheri@wgmail.org 
 

314.918-4570 
 

Homework: 
https://www.webster.k12.mo.us/Page/6290 
 

Instagram: @mrswellswithmysoul 
 
Once you have read through our syllabus, sign the attached form, but  keep this sheet for future 
reference.  I look forward to working with your child on the Purple Team!   
 
 


