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THE COLLEGE
APPLICATION

PROCESS




The Steps

. Finalize your list

. Get organized

. Complete your application(s)

. Apply for scholarships and other financial aid
. Watch your mail and email

. Apply for outside scholarships

. Pay your deposit and housing (if applicable)




STEP i FINALIZE YOUR LIST

How many colleges?
Altds up to you.
AOn average, students applyto 3 -7 colleges.
ASome will apply to less, others will apply to more.

ABe sure to have a bal anc
wi th your wunpredictabl e

AWnhy not more?
AApplying is expensive.
AMorr]e applications=more deadlines and things to keep up
with.
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STEP B GET ORGANIZED

The college application process is not difficult as long
as you:

AStart early
AStay organized
AFollow through/stay on top of things

Unfortunately, all colleges do things differently so be
sure to READ ALL DIRECTIONS CAREFULLY.




When Is the deadline?

If you plan on having everything in by Halloween,
you probably won't missa deadline. (There are a
handful of schools with October 15 ™ deadlines.)

What are the application requirements?

Consider creating a spreadsheet or another way to
organize your things.




STEP 8 COMPLETE YOUR APPLICATION(S)

Types of Applications
ASchool specific application
ACommon Application (accepted by 700+ colleges)
ACoalition Application

AAlmost exclusively submitted online




Parts of the Application

1. General information (always)

AWho are you? Where do you live? Where do you go to
school? Etc.

2. Activities and Honors (sometimes)

ARefer to your resume, dondt be
grades 9 -11, explain things that are not self explanatory.
For example, | know what a PACER is but your prospective
colleges likely will not.




3. Your personal statement/college essay (sometimes)
AYou will work on these with your senior English teacher.

AThis the one place on your college application where you
have total control and can/should let your personality
show.

ADondét simply repeat informati on
resume).

ATakey our t i me é wawiité. € a n d
AProofread !! (you only get one shot at this!)




4. Teacher Recommendations (sometimes)
Alf required, 1 -2 will be sufficient.

AYou will typically enter the teac
on your application. He or she will get an email requesting their
recommendation.

ASometimes colleges will specify types of teachers, but not  often.
ANormally students will ask teachers from junior year. 9th or 10th

grade teachers are ok If you've maintained a connection

AAsk your teachers before entering their information on your
application

ABe prepared to give them a copy of your resume when you
ask.

AGive them AT LEAST two weeks notice .
AWrite them a thank you note!




5. Counselor Recommendation/Secondary School
Report (sometimes)

AMs. Verstraete (A -K) and Mrs. Lombard (L -Z) typically
complete these. If you would prefer your school counselor
do this, enter our contact information on the Common
Application and ask your counselor to give a copy of the
letter to us for submission.

APlease give us at least two weeks notice.

AFill out your Student Questionnaire (emailed last week) and
ask your parent(s) to complete the Parent Questionnaire.




6. Some colleges will accept recommendations from a
coach, clergy member, employer, etc

AYou will be able to tell if a c
Recommender 6 on the Common Appl

AYou will be asked to enter his/her email address so that
he/she will complete the recommendation online

Waliving your right to view recommendations:

AYou will be asked to sign a FERPA waiver to view your
recommendati ons. | t0s up to you t
recommenders may decline your request, and some colleges
may disregard letters submitted on your behalf if you do not.




/. Your high school transcript (almost always)
ANon Common App schools: Request in
ARequest at least two weeks prior to your application deadline.

ACommon Application schools: put the request in Naviance but
they will be uploaded into the Common App by us.

8. Transcript(s) for college credit (sometimes)

AYou may be asked to list any college credit you have
earned while in high school. Most colleges do not require
official transcripts for this coursework with your application
but some do. Read instructions carefully.



http://www.naviance.com/

9. Your ACT and/or SAT scores (almost always)

Alf you listed a college to receive your scores during registration,
you are all set. If not, you will need to request them from ACT
and/or SAT. (ACT $13 each, SAT $12 each)

ALogin to your ACT or SAT account to request them. Do this well
before any application deadline as many applications require
all materials received by deadline.

AWe do not send scores on your high school transcript by
default. If you know a college will accept scores on your
transcript as official, come to the counseling office to sign a
release.




10.The Application Fee (usually)
ASome applications are free but most require a fee
AFees range from about $25 -$75

AStudents who qualify for Free or Reduced Lunch may
qgualify for application fee waivers. See Ms. Verstraete
or Mrs. Lombard to request one.




STEP & APPLY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS AND
FINANCIAL AID

Scholarships
AMerit based
AOften times your application for admission serves as the

only scholarship application.

ASometimes colleges have separate scholarship
applications.

ACheck their website, ask your admissions representatives,
READ YOUR EMAILS.




Applying for Need Based Financial Aid

AThe Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

AThe oO0gatekeepero6 to need based aid
AFederal government (grants, loans, work  -study)
AState government (MO Schools)
AYour prospective colleges

AOpens October 1, 2018 (complete as soon as you can)

AYou will need your parentsd help wit
Involves them.




Applying for Need Based Financial Aid

ASome colleges (not most) require additional financial aid
forms (CSS Profile or Institution -Specific).

AAgain, read your emails, read the instructions, ask your
admissions representatives.




STEP B WATCH YOUR MAIL (AND EMAIL)

Track your applications n be sure they receive everything
they need.

Decision letters:

Some colleges will let you know right away (Rolling
Admissions)

Some colleges will wait until the deadline for an
admission plan (early decision, early action, regular
decision) to review and release admission decisions.




STEP 6 APPLY FOR OTHER SCHOLARSHIP

AWhile most scholarship dollars are awarded by colleges, there are thousands of other
scholarships out there.

A National scholarship searches
A www fastweb.com
A www.scholarships.com
A https:// bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship -search

A Regional and St. Louis area

A Counseling Department webpage (Ms. Hill is our scholarship coordinator and posts them as we become
aware of them.)

A www.stlouisgraduates.org (scholarships and interest free loans from The Scholarship Foundation)

A Local scholarships (for Webster Groves applicants only)
A 8-12 opportunities
A Applications will open in December  -January




STEP i@ Pay Deposit and Pick Housing

Housing applications open as early as this fall at some
colleges. Again, read your emails!

May 1 stis the national candidate reply date.




STEP B8 Enjoy your senior year!

AWe know this sounds overwhelming but if you plan
ahead and stay on top of t

AStart early (no time like the present)
ASet aside time to work on your applications.

ASet aside time to NOT work or talk about your
applications

AKeep your grades up fi all acceptances are conditional
until they receive your final transcript.

AAsk questions!




A few more odds a

Upcoming ACT test dates: Upcoming SAT test dates:

September 14 ™ (late registration) October 5
October 26 ™ November 2

December 14 December 7t

College rep visits at WGHS: Listen to announcements, read
emails, check the

College Fair i September 18th at Lindbergh HS 6 -7:30pm

Prospective student athletes n register with NCAA or NAIA, as
applicable. See us with questions or for help.



https://www.webster.k12.mo.us/domain/287#calendar10008/20180820/month

Dual Credit Registration

A An email was sent last week

A Pay close attention to deadlines
A Missouri State: September 6 t
A SLU: September 30t
A UMSL: September 8t

ADon6t forget to request transcripts after grad

A Information about AP exams will be sent home in September for November registration
deadline.




The A+ Program

Altds not too |l ate to register
A Covers tuition at MO community colleges and State Tech

A Some 4 year colleges have their own A+ recognition scholarships

A2.5 gpa
A95% attendance
A 50 hours of mentoring or tutoring within WGSD boundaries

AbProficiento on Algebra End of

Cour se

(EOC)

e X




Financial Aid 101

SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY

SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY



What Is happening tonight?
A What is financial aid?
A When and how do | apply?
A What is an Expected Family Contribution?
A What is an Award Letter?

A What is the financial aid timeline?

SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY



Goal of Financial Aid

A Primary goal is to assist students in paying for college
and Is achieved by:

A Rewarding student achievements

A9 @l fdzr GAYy3 | FlLYAfTE&Qa | oAfA
A Distributing limited resources in an equitable
manner

A Providing balance of gift aid and sbélp aid

SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY



Types of Financial Aid
A Scholarships

AGrants
ALoans

AEmployment Opportunities

SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY



How Do | Apply?

AFAFSA

I Free Application for Federal Student Aid
i/ fOdzf  6Sa audzRSy d Qa

(EFC)

ACSS/ Profile

I Required by some colleges and universities
Requests additional information

nvolves a fee

SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY
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@ Secure | https://fafsa.ed.gov

FederalStudent Aid | FAFSA English | Espaiol | Search FAFSA Help

An OFFIGE of the ARTMENT of EDUCATI

Need money for college?

Complete the FAFSA® (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) form to apply
for financial aid for college, career school, or graduate school.

NEW TO FAFSA.GOV? RETURNING USER?

« Make a correction
* Add a school
* View your Student Aid Report (SAR)

Submitting the FAFSA form is quick, and most
importantly, it's FREE. Get started today.

STARTHERE » LOGIN >

Due fo scheduled site mainfenance, FAFSA on the Web will be unavailable every Sunday from 3 a.m. to 11 a.m. (Eastern Time). We apologize for any inconvenience
this may cause.

FAFSA ANNOUNCEMENTS

v H




Parent Marital Status

FederalStudent ¢ FaFS | i

Y =

Student Parent Financid _
Demographics School Sdecin - Deendency St Demographics Information Sign & Submil Confrmaton

Need money for college?

PARENT INFORMATION

Application was successfully saved.
Camplle the FAFSA® (Free Applcalion forFederal Student Ad) fom o apy
for financial ad for college, career school, or graduale school

e Because the FAFSA belongs to the student, “you" and “your” always (unless otherwise noted) refer to

the student,
NEW TO FAFSA.GOV? RETURNING USER?
As oftoday, what is the marital status of your parents? e
Subritng the FAFSAfomis Married or Remarried v
inportanty, fs FREE
When did your parents get married or remarried? e
STRTHERE 3 L0GN Im 1590 ‘

My FAFSA - 201 9

Welcome, Elina SpecialF 4!

Signature Options

9 9 Student Parent Financid
20182019 2017-2018 Schod Selectio edency Sah
Demographics bl gy NG Demographics Information

Current Application Status: Processed - Action Required ° ° ° °

9 Your application is not complete. Student Signature for

Social Security Number: XXX-XX-1162
Xt: Last Name: FRUITFULNESS

3e's financial aid office and provide them with documentation 1o verify your situation Dale Dmeh.' 02/16“1999

Sign & Submit Confirmation

What You Need To Do
» Contact your

You can also.

reaie € 2
Transaction History

SIGNTHS FAFSA /'

Original Application

= Submitted: 03/19/201,
» Processed




When Should | Apply?

The 202€2021 FAFSA can be completed as ear@@t()ber
2F al0dRSYy(iQa aSyAzNI &8sk N
A Most needbased aid awarded on T cdnde,firsta S NIH&SR €

A Schools determine timelines for priority deadlines
A FAFSA must beompleted each yeahe student is enrolled in

college
SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY




Federal Student Aid and
IRS Data Retrieval Tool

A IRS Data Retrieval Tool (DRT) allows students and parents to access and
transfer needed data directly from IRS tax returns to the FAFSA

A If you are eligible to use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool, we highly recommend
using it

A DRT can be used with the initial filing of the FAFSA(Prior-Prior Year Taxes
used)

A Unless specifically requested, you will not need to provide a copy of student
or parent tax returns or tax transcripts

SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY



What Can | Do Now?
ACreate FSA IDs

AUse FAFSA Practice Tools

AUtilize net price calculators




Federal Student Aid ID

A Web site: www.fsaid.ed.qOpmmmmer—m

efore you file the FAFSA

A Student and parent wi
each need an FSA ID

Will be used by student
and parents throughout al
process, including
subsequent school years

SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY




LN . LN LN LN LN i

C | @ Secure | https;//fafsa.ed.qgov/FAFSA/searchres jsp?q=Ffsa%20id&requiredfields=searchType:STUDENT&numresults =108 site= FAFS Av22c89

Federal Student PROLD SPONSOR of FAFSA

An OFFICE of the U.5. DEPARTMENT of ECUCATION Free Applicatinn for Federal Student Aid
A O @
ﬁ ‘ ‘ SEARCH
Home About Us F5A ID StudentAid gov Help

Search Results

Search Results 2018-2019 | 2017-2013

Searched for 'fsa id' Results 1 - 10 of about 70. Search took 0.01 seconds.

What is an FSA ID, and will | need it to complete the FAFSA?
What i= an FSA 1D, and will | need it to complete the FAFSA? Previous ... If you
do net already have an FSA ID, you can create an FSAID. ...
fafsa.ed.gov/help/FSAIDfag01. htm

How do | unlock my FSA ID?

How do | unlock my FSA ID? Previous There are three ways to
unlock your FSA 1D. You can use your g-mail or ...
fafsa.ed.gov/help/FSAIDfag18. htm

What is your (the parent's) FSA ID Username or Verified E ...
... file with your FSA ID, you may use it instead of your username to sign the
student’'s Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) electronically. ...
fafsa.ed.govw/help/pUsermnameSS . htm

What is your (the student's) FSA ID Username or Verified E ...
... on file with your FSA ID, yvou may use it instead of your username to sign your
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) electronically. ...
fafsa.ed.gov/help/sUsarnamaSS htm

What is your (the parent's) FSA ID Password?

Previous. Enter your (the parent's) FSA ID password fo sign the student's Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) electronically. ...

fafsa ed.gov/help/pPasswordSS htm

What is your (the student's) FSA ID Password?

... Password? Previous. Enter your FSA ID password to sign your Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) electronically. ...

fafsa ed.gov/help/sPasswordSS. htm

How do | update my FSA ID e-mail or mailing_address?
How do | update my FSA 1D e-mail or mailing address? ... When updating your
FSA ID, you can change your FS8A ID e-mail or mailing address. ...
fafsa.ed.gov/help/FSAlIDaddupdate. htm

What if | forgot my FSA ID username and password?

What if | forgot my FSA ID username and password? Previous If you have an
FSA ID but do not remember your username, click Forgot Username. ...
fafsa.ed.gov/help/FSAIDfaq12 htm

What is your (the parent's) FSA ID Username or Verified E ...
... file with your FSA 1D, you may use itinstead of your username te sign the
student’s Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) electronically. ...
fafsa.ed.gov/help/pUsemameSig.htm

What is your (the student's) FSA ID Username or Verified E ...

... on file with your FSA ID, you may use it instead of your username to sign your

_— o ae e om omm oy e h 4 moma s pmam b4 e 1




A Determined by the Dept.
of Education, not the
Individual schools

A Includes provisions and
exceptions for your family
and costof-living



