
 
 
 

WEBSTER GROVES SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION ITEM OF CONSIDERATION 

 
 

   DATE:  May 11, 2015  
 
 
TOPIC/PROPOSAL:   
Approval of K-8 Gifted Curriculum  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  
Over the past year and a half, numerous staff members have worked to develop a written curriculum 
that aligns with the most current educational standards for music and the Marzano Teacher Evaluation 
Model adopted by the district.  In addition and most important, teachers and leadership placed an 
emphasis on developing curriculum that is rigorous and relevant for students. 
 
The K-8 Gifted Curriculum is attached. 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL IMPACT/RATIONALE:  
The revised K-8 curriculum will better enable our students to apply their skills to think, create, collaborate, 
and produce.   
 
CSIP/DISTRICT GOAL ADDRESSED:   
* WGSD will personalize learning for all students to increase engagement and rigor resulting in improved 
student achievement. 
*WGSD will make a positive impact on the world by being a model for teaching, learning and practicing 
sustainability. 
 
FISCAL NOTE: 
No increase in FTE. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION: 
• Action Requested:  _X__  
• Information: ____  
• Proposed Motion for Approval (if applicable): 
 
I move that the Board of Education adopt the K-8 Gifted Curriculum for the 2015-16 school year. 
 
PREPARED BY:  John Simpson 

Motion: _____________________ Second: ___________________ 

 

Board Vote: ___(yes) ___(no)  ___(abstain) ___(Consent Agenda) 
 



Gifted Curriculum              Executive Summary 

 

 

Standards: The gifted curricula is aligned to the latest version of standards including those from the National 
Association of Gifted Children and the Missouri Learning Standards. 

 
 
 

Rationale: It is critical for students today to engage in learning that is relevant, rigorous, and rewarding.  In 
addition to engaging in learning that is cognitively demanding and challenging, students need to be able 
to apply their knowledge and skills across contents and contexts within the school environment, and 
more importantly in the “real world.”  For it is when this application extends outside the boundaries of 
the school, that interest, relevance, and value are maximized. 

 
The learning goals were developed with the unique needs of gifted learners in mind based on the 
NAGC (National Association of Gifted Children) standards. Because of the open-ended, student-
centered nature of the gifted and talented program, the learning goals serve as a guide for lesson design 
that will nurture the cognitive processing skills that gifted students will develop. “ I can…” statements 
are also communicated with each learning goal for grades 1-5  so that students have a clear 
understanding of the learning goals. The learning goals address blended processing skills that are the 
core of gifted curriculum in contrast to traditional non-gifted curriculum emphasis on content.  These 
processing skills include communication, research, thinking/problem solving, creativity, and affective 
skills.  Gifted students develop at an asynchronous rate, therefore, we have grouped the learning goals 
in grade level bands. This format emphasizes the expectation that gifted specialists will differentiate so 
that students’ instruction will not be limited by grade level goals. 
 

 

 
Course 
Changes: Not Applicable 

 

 

 
Items of note: The following are items of note regarding the gifted curricula:   

 

 The gifted teachers felt it most appropriate and respectful of the students and standards, 
which are process standards, to write the curricula in “grade level bands” (K-3, 4-5, and 6-8).  
The teachers will be responsible for recognizing students’ current levels of development with 
learning goals and providing meaningful opportunities for them to “extend beyond.”     
 

 In the past, specific units were developed to implement the curriculum across all elementary 
schools.  In lieu of pre-developed units, the gifted specialists will work to design learning 
opportunities for students that are more responsive to their learners’ curiosities and interests.  
So while the curricular outcomes will be the same for students at the same grade level, the 
“paths” they take to those outcomes will more than likely be different.   
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As a learning community, the Webster Groves School District will lead in 

purposeful innovation that challenges each of us to discover and pursue 

our passions and make a positive impact on the world. 



Table of Contents 

 

I. Rationale for Curriculum 

II. Process for Curriculum Review 

III. Gifted: Grades 1 - 3 

IV. Gifted: Grades 4 – 5 

V. Gifted Grades 6 - 8 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rationale for Curriculum 

It is critical for students today to engage in learning that is relevant, rigorous, and rewarding.  In 

addition to engaging in learning that is cognitively demanding and challenging, students need to 

be able to apply their knowledge and skills across contents and contexts within the school 

environment, and more importantly in the “real world.”  For it is when this application extends 

outside the boundaries of the school, that interest, relevance, and value are maximized. 

The learning goals were developed with the unique needs of gifted learners in mind based on 

the NAGC (National Association of Gifted Children) standards. Because of the open-ended, 

student-centered nature of the gifted and talented program, the learning goals serve as a guide 

for lesson design that will nurture the cognitive processing skills that gifted students will 

develop. “ I can…” statements are also communicated with each learning goal for grades 1-5  so 

that students have a clear understanding of the learning goals. The learning goals address 

blended processing skills that are the core of gifted curriculum in contrast to traditional non-

gifted curriculum emphasis on content.  These processing skills include communication, 

research, thinking/problem solving, creativity, and affective skills.  Gifted students develop at 

an asynchronous rate, therefore, we have grouped the learning goals in grade level bands. This 

format emphasizes the expectation that gifted specialists will differentiate so that students’ 

instruction will not be limited by grade level goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Process of Curriculum Review Leading to Board Approval 

 

Review Checklist for Draft Phase One (curriculum coordinator and/or high school designee): 
 The curriculum which includes learning goals and proficiency scales is written using the 

district template. 
 Learning goals are priority, transferable understandings and skills relevant for students 

within and across disciplines and situations. 
 Cultural relevance is evident in the learning goals and/or proficiency scales when 

applicable (in curriculum, always applicable in design of learning). 
 Approximately 8-11 learning goals are created per semester per course or 

content.  There may be a good reason for more or less. 
 Learning goals are aligned to “governing” curriculum standards. 
 Approximately 2-4 sample learning targets are included for each learning goal 

(optional). 
 Proficiency scales clearly articulate a progression of learning with the learning goals and 

can be understood by students, staff, and families. 
 On the proficiency scale:  

Level 4: Includes the statement, “Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or 
advanced application, or innovates with the learning goal.”(Examples may be included). 
 
Level 3: Student demonstrates mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by…(GRADE 
LEVEL/COURSE CURRICULUM EXPECTATION) 
 
Level 2: Student demonstrates he/she is nearing the learning goal by…and includes 
identification of the “discipline- specific vocabulary” directly tied to the learning goal. 
Level 1: Student demonstrates a limited understanding or skill with the learning goal 
by… 
 

 The curriculum is well-written and in the present tense. 
 The content, vocabulary, and language are aligned across grade 
      levels and/or courses (if applicable and by curriculum 
      coordinator). 

 

Review Checklist for Draft Two (Reviewers: Gabrielle Corley or John Simpson) 
 The curriculum is written in a manner consistent with district expectations.  The “style 

sheet” will be used to provide feedback. 
 The curriculum is written with appropriate conventions and tense.  The content and 

language are aligned across grade levels and/or courses.  While the reviewers will 
examine the vertical progression of the curriculum, they will rely heavily on those 
developing the curriculum. 

 
 



Review Checklist for Final Draft (John Simpson) 
 If the curriculum is written in a manner consistent with district expectations, it’s taken 

before the CCC for feedback and then the board of education for approval. 
 The curriculum is put into digital form following board approval. 

 

 

 

 



DRAFT#5 

WGSD Gifted Education Learning Goals  Grades 1-3 
Submitted by Kristy Daniels-Jackson – Coordinator of Gifted Education 

 
Goal #1 

 
High Priority Standards: 

National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC): 

 4.5. Students with gifts and talents develop competence in interpersonal and technical communication skills. They demonstrate advanced 

oral and written skills, balanced bi-literacy or multi-literacy, and creative expression. They display fluency with technologies that support 

effective communication. 

 

Common Core College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards: 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.W.2, W.4, W.6 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.SL.1, SL.4 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.L.1, L.2, L.6 

 

TILS: 

Strand B-Collaborate to produce a presentation with a variety of tools 

Strand B-Create and respond to blog entries 

Strand B-Communicate concepts and learning using a variety of media 

 



DRAFT#5 

Learning Goal: Communication 

Students will communicate effectively within and 

beyond the classroom.    

“I can” statement: (Grades 1-3) 

“I can communicate in a way that helps others 

understand me and my message.” 

  

Proficiency Scale: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application, or innovates 

with the learning goal.  

3- Student demonstrates mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by:   

 utilizing active and passive listening to synthesize knowledge.  

 using pragmatic language to effectively interact with others when talking or 
listening (i.e.: when asking questions or expressing feelings). 

 justifying thoughts and ideas verbally and in writing. 

 using public speaking skills, including eye contact and projection. 

 utilizing a variety of technologies to plan and present a concept or idea. 
 

2- Student demonstrates he/she is nearing proficiency by: 

 performing basic processes such as: 

 sharing thoughts and ideas verbally and in writing. 

 interacting with and asking questions of others. 
 

 recognizing and recalling specific vocabulary, such as constructive, destructive, 

and any other words that emerge, as a part of content covered in gifted classes 

to communicate an idea.  

 

1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 
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Goal #2 

High Priority Standards 

NAGC : 

3.4. Students with gifts and talents become independent investigators. 

3.6 Students with gifts and talents benefit from gifted education programming that provides a variety of high quality resources and materials.  

 

Common Core College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards: 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.R.8 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA. W.7 

CCSS.Math.Practice.MP2 

 

TILS: 

Strand C-Identify a question/ need/want that can be answered using information sources 

Strand C-Access information to answer questions and meet need/want 

 

CREDE: 

Challenging  Activities- Teaching Complex Thinking 

Learning Goal: Research 

Students will be able to independently and 

collaboratively investigate.  

“I can” statement:(Grades 1-3) 

“I can search, choose and share a variety of 

information and ideas to create something 

new.” 

Proficiency Scale: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application, or innovates with 

the learning goal.  

3- Student demonstrates mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by:   

 discovering and selecting various topics of interest to research. 

 using the skills of reading and writing in the research process.   

 accessing multiple sources to independently research a topic (2nd and 3rd). 

 working with peers to explore a topic or curiosity of shared interest (3rd grade).   
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 utilizing electronic tools (ie: Google Docs) and other methods to curate information 

and ideas with peers, and produce a shared product. (3rd grade) 

  
2- Student demonstrates he/she  is nearing proficiency by: 

 performing processes such as: 

 using a search engine to gather information.  

 

 recognizing and recalling specific vocabulary, such as: 

 utilizing vocabulary, such as hypothesis, inquiry, paraphrase, plagiarism, 
bibliography, search engine, cite, and sources and any other words that emerge, as a 
part of content covered in gifted classes. 
 

1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 
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Goal #3 

High Priority Standards 

NAGC:  

3.4.1. Educators use critical-thinking strategies to meet the needs of students with gifts and talents. 

3.4.3. Educators use problem-solving model strategies to meet the needs of students with gifts and talents. 

 

Common Core College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards: 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.SL.1, SL.4 

CCSS.Math.Practice.MP2 

 

TILS: 

Strand C-Access information to answer questions and meet need/want 

Strand D- Look for solutions to real-world problems with the lens of  technology  

 

CREDE: 

Challenging  Activities- Teaching Complex Thinking 

Contextualization-Making Meaning- Connecting School to Students’ Lives 
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Learning Goal: Thinking Skills/Problem Solving 

Students will be able to recognize problems and 

persevere in solving them.  

 

“I can…” statement:  (Grades 1-3) 

“I can have a growth mindset as I recognize and 

solve a variety of problems.” 

  

Proficiency Scale: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application or innovates with 

the learning goal.  

3-Student demonstrates mastery  with the learning goal as evidenced by:   

 thinking flexibly, recognizing differences and similarities, and breaking a whole 

into parts to identify and solve problems. 

 working through various challenges and setbacks, and learning from mistakes. 

 

2- Student demonstrates he/she is nearing proficiency. 

 performing processes such as: 

  applying a strategy to solve a problem and/or learn through the process. 

 

 recognizing and recalling specific vocabulary, such as logic, analyze and any other words 

that emerge, as a part of content covered in gifted classes in order to communicate an 

idea. 

1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 
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Goal #4 

High Priority Standards 

NAGC : 

3.3.3. Educators provide opportunities for students with gifts and talents to explore, develop, or research their areas of interest and/or 

talent. 

3.4.2. Educators use creative-thinking strategies to meet the needs of students 

with gifts and talents. 

 

Common Core College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards: 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.SL.1 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.SL.5 
 
TILS: 

Strand A-Take and edit photos 

Strand A-Create and edit video 

Strand A-Create presentations using software (like Powerpoint, Prezi, etc. ) 

 

CREDE: 

Challenging  Activities- Teaching Complex Thinking 
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Learning Goal:  Creative Thinking 

Students will be able to creatively generate 

divergent solutions and products.  

“I can…” Statement: (Grades 1-3) 

“I can be creative when developing original 

ideas and products.”  

Proficiency  Scales: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application, or innovates with 

the learning goal.  

3-Student demonstrates mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by:   

 expressing meaningful connections in order to form ideas and generate products. 

  using creative and critical thinking skills (i.e. originality, analyze information, 

imagination, flexible thinking, elaboration, etc.) to achieve understanding and 

solve problems. 

 
2- Student demonstrates he/she is nearing proficiency by: 

 

 recognizing and recalling specific vocabulary, such as imagination, originality, and any 

other words that emerge, as a part of content covered in gifted classes. 

1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 
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Goal #5 
 

High Priority Standards 

NAGC: 

1.1. Students with gifts and talents demonstrate self-knowledge with respect to their interests, strengths, identities, and needs in socio-

emotional development and in intellectual, academic, creative, leadership, and artistic domains.  

3.5 Students with gifts and talents develop knowledge and skills for living and being productive in a multicultural, diverse, and global society. 

4.4 Students with gifts and talents value their own and others’ language, heritage, and circumstance. They possess skills in communicating, 

teaming, and collaborating with diverse individuals and across diverse groups. They use positive strategies to address social issues, including 

discrimination and stereotyping. 

 

TILS: 

Strand F-Knows how to handle cyber bullies  

Strand F- Knows what kind of information you should and should not share online 

 

CREDE: 

Instructional Conversation- Teaching Through Conversation  

Contextualization-Making Meaning- Connecting School to Students’ Lives 
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Learning Goals:  Affective   

Students will be able to make healthy decisions 

and act as responsible members of society.  

“I can…” Statement  (Grades 1-3) 

“I can make healthy decisions and act as a 

responsible person, friend, family and 

community member.” 

Proficiency Scale: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application, or innovates with 

the learning goal.  

3-Student demonstrates mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by:   

 embracing self- knowledge and self – expression to guide decisions and take risks. 

 applying a self-directed awareness and respect for others. 

 acting responsibly.   

 applying an understanding of the value organization and respect for self and 

others. 

2- Student demonstrates he/she is nearing proficiency by: 

 Performing processes such as: 

 developing an awareness of respect for others and personal responsibility.  

 

 recognizing and recalling specific vocabulary, such as passion, perseverance and any 
other words that emerge, as a part of content covered in gifted classes. 

 
1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 

 

 
 

 



DRAFT#5 

WGSD Gifted Education Learning Goals  Grades 4-5 
Submitted by Kristy Daniels-Jackson – Coordinator of Gifted Education 

 
Goal #1 

 
High Priority Standards: 

National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC): 

 4.5. Students with gifts and talents develop competence in interpersonal and technical communication skills. They demonstrate advanced 

oral and written skills, balanced bi-literacy or multi-literacy, and creative expression. They display fluency with technologies that support 

effective communication. 

 

Common Core College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards: 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.W.2, W.4, W.6 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.SL.1, SL.4 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.L.1, L.2, L.6 

 

TILS: 

Strand B-Collaborate to produce a presentation with a variety of tools 

Strand B-Create and respond to blog entries 

Strand B-Communicate concepts and learning using a variety of media 
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Learning Goal: Communication 

Students will communicate effectively within and 

beyond the classroom.    

 

“I can” statement: (Grades 4-5) 

“I can communicate in a way that helps others 

understand me and my message.” 

  

Proficiency Scale: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application or innovates 

with the learning goal.  

3- Student demonstrates mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by:   

 using a variety of vocabulary and communication modes to synthesize 
knowledge and ideas to communicate with an audience.  

 using pragmatic language to effectively interact with others when talking or 
listening.  

 justifying thoughts and ideas by providing an explanation using descriptive 
details. 

 using writing and technology as a mode of expression to plan and present a 
concept or idea. 

 using public speaking skills, including eye contact and projection. 
 

2- Student demonstrates he/she is nearing proficiency by: 

 performing processes such as: 

 using writing as a mode of expression to plan and present a message. 

 

 recognizing and recalling specific vocabulary, such as constructive, active listening, 

passive listening, and any other words that emerge, as a part of content covered in 

gifted classes. 

 

1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 
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Goal #2 

High Priority Standards 

NAGC : 

3.4. Students with gifts and talents become independent investigators. 

3.6 Students with gifts and talents benefit from gifted education programming that provides a variety of high quality resources and materials.  

 

Common Core College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards: 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.R.8 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA. W.7 

CCSS.Math.Practice.MP2 

 

TILS: 

Strand C-Identify a question/ need/want that can be answered using information sources 

Strand C-Access information to answer questions and meet need/want 

 

CREDE: 

Challenging  Activities- Teaching Complex Thinking 

Learning Goal: Research 

Students will be able to independently and 

collaboratively investigate.   

“I can” statement:(Grades 4-5) 

“I can investigate information and ideas to 

create something new.” 

 

Proficiency Scale: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application or innovates with the 

learning goal.  

3- Student demonstrate mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by:   

 independently forming a relevant and appropriate research question to inquire 

about a topic or curiosity. 

 discriminating related information to synthesize ideas. 

 utilizing primary and secondary sources to share information and form a product. 
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 working as a member of a team with members possessing unique roles but 

functioning together as one unit. 

 utilizing electronic tools (ie: Google Docs) and other methods to curate information 

and ideas with peers, and produce a shared product. 

 
2- Student demonstrates he/she  is nearing proficiency by: 

 recognizing and recalling specific vocabulary, such as hypothesis, analyze primary source 
and any other words that emerge as a part of content covered in gifted classes. 

 
1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 
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Goal #3 

High Priority Standards 

NAGC:  

3.4.1. Educators use critical-thinking strategies to meet the needs of students 

with gifts and talents. 

3.4.3. Educators use problem-solving model strategies to meet the needs of 

students with gifts and talents. 

 

Common Core College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards: 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.SL.1, SL.4 

CCSS.Math.Practice.MP2 

 

TILS: 

Strand C-Access information to answer questions and meet need/want 

Strand D- Look for solutions to real-world problems with the lens of  technology  

 

CREDE: 

Challenging  Activities- Teaching Complex Thinking 

Contextualization-Making Meaning- Connecting School to Students’ Lives 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Goal: Thinking Skills/Problem Solving 

Students will be able to recognize problems and 

Proficiency Scale: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application or innovates with 
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persevere in solving them.   

“I can…” statement:  (Grades 4-5) 

“I can recognize a variety of problems and 

persevere when solving them.” 

  

the learning goal.  

3-Student demonstrates mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by:   

 thinking flexibly, mind mapping, and visualizing to  identify and solve problems 

 using critical thinking skills (i.e. analyze information, identify themes, etc.) to 

achieve understanding, evaluate view points, and solve problems. 

 demonstrating tenacity to stay with a problem for multiple attempts. 

 applying original thinking and perseverance to solve a problem. 
 

2- Student demonstrates he/she is nearing proficiency by: 

 performing processes such as: 

 applying a strategy to solve a problem and/or learn through the process. 
 

 recognizing and recalling specific vocabulary, such as eliminate, evaluate, 
substantiate, and divergent and any other words that emerge, as a part of content 
covered in gifted classes in order to communicate an idea. 
 

1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 
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Goal #4 

High Priority Standards 

NAGC : 

3.3.3. Educators provide opportunities for students with gifts and talents to explore, develop, or research their areas of interest and/or 

talent. 

3.4.2. Educators use creative-thinking strategies to meet the needs of students with gifts and talents. 

 

Common Core College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards: 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.SL.1 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.SL.5 
 
TILS: 

Strand A-Take and edit photos 

Strand A-Create and edit video 

Strand A-Create presentations using software (like Powerpoint, Prezi, etc. ) 

 

CREDE: 

Challenging  Activities- Teaching Complex Thinking 
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Learning Goal:  Creative Thinking 

Students will be able to creatively generate 

divergent solutions and products.   

“I can…” Statement: (Grades 4-5) 

“I can be creative when developing original 

ideas and products.” 

Proficiency  Scales: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference, advanced application, or innovates with 

the learning goal.  

3- Student demonstrates mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by:   :   

 using creative and critical thinking skills (i.e. originality, analyze information, 

imagination, flexible thinking, elaboration, etc.) to achieve understanding, evaluate 

view points, and solve problems. 

 synthesizing creative thinking skills and techniques (e.g. SCAMPER, thought 

experiments)   to originate ideas. 

 
2- Student demonstrates he/she is nearing proficiency by: 

 recognizing and recalling specific vocabulary, such as flexibility, elaboration, fluency, 

technique and perception and any other words that emerge, as a part of content 

covered in gifted classes. 

1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 
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Goal #5 
 

High Priority Standards 

NAGC: 

1.1. Students with gifts and talents demonstrate self-knowledge with respect to their interests, strengths, identities, and needs in socio-

emotional development and in intellectual, academic, creative, leadership, and artistic domains.  

3.5 Students with gifts and talents develop knowledge and skills for living and being productive in a multicultural, diverse, and global society. 

4.4 Students with gifts and talents value their own and others’ language, heritage, and circumstance. They possess skills in communicating, 

teaming, and collaborating with diverse individuals and across diverse groups. They use positive strategies to address social issues, including 

discrimination and stereotyping. 

 

TILS: 

Strand F-Knows how to handle cyber bullies  

Strand F- Knows what kind of information you should and should not share online 

 

CREDE: 

Instructional Conversation- Teaching Through Conversation  

Contextualization-Making Meaning- Connecting School to Students’ Lives 
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Learning Goals:  Affective   

Students make decisions and act as responsible 

members of society.  

“I can…” Statement  (Grades 4-5) 

Students will be able to make healthy decisions 

and act as responsible members of society.  

 

Proficiency Scale: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application or innovates with 

the learning goal.  

3-Student demonstrates mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by:   

 embracing self- knowledge and a value for others to guide decisions and take risks. 

 applying an awareness and respect for others in problem solving.  

 applying affective domain learning skills including:  Receiving, Responding, 

Organizing, Valuing and Internalization. 

 applying respect for others for self and others. 

 setting goals and taking steps toward those goals. 
 

 

2- Student demonstrates he/she is nearing proficiency by: 

 performing processes such as: 

 developing an awareness of self-concept.  

 

 recognizing and recalling specific vocabulary, such as fixed /growth mindset, 
passion, empathy, and resilience and any other words that emerge, as a part of 
content covered in gifted classes. 

 
1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 
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WGSD Gifted Education Learning Goals  Grades 6-8 
Submitted by Kristy Daniels-Jackson – Coordinator of Gifted Education 

 
Goal #1 

 
High Priority Standards: 

National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC): 

 4.5. Students with gifts and talents develop competence in interpersonal and technical communication skills. They demonstrate advanced 

oral and written skills, balanced bi-literacy or multi-literacy, and creative expression. They display fluency with technologies that support 

effective communication. 

 

Common Core College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards: 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.W.2, W.4, W.6 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.SL.1, SL.4 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.L.1, L.2, L.6 

 

TILS: 

Strand B-Collaborate to produce a presentation with a variety of tools 

Strand B-Create and respond to blog entries 

Strand B-Communicate concepts and learning using a variety of media 
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Learning Goal: Communication 

Students will communicate effectively within and 

beyond the classroom.     

Proficiency Scale: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application or innovates 

with the learning goal.  

3- Student demonstrates mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by:   

 using a variety of vocabulary and communication modes  to synthesize 
knowledge and ideas to communicate a message. 

 developing an awareness of a digital footprint. 

 using pragmatic language to effectively interact with others when talking or 
listening.  

 justifying  thoughts and ideas by providing analysis that includes descriptive 
details.  

 using public speaking skills, including eye contact and  projection.  

 using various an effective modes of writing to communicate a concept or idea. 
 

2- Student demonstrates he/she is nearing proficiency by: 

 recognizing and recalling specific vocabulary, such as constructive, destructive, 

active listening, passive listening and any other words that emerge, as a part of 

content covered in gifted classes. 

 
1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal.  
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Goal #2 

High Priority Standards 

NAGC : 

3.4. Students with gifts and talents become independent investigators. 

3.6 Students with gifts and talents benefit from gifted education programming that provides a variety of high quality resources and materials.  

 

Common Core College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards: 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.R.8 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA. W.7 

CCSS.Math.Practice.MP2 

 

TILS: 

Strand C-Identify a question/ need/want that can be answered using information sources 

Strand C-Access information to answer questions and meet need/want 

 

CREDE: 

Challenging  Activities- Teaching Complex Thinking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Goal: Research 

Students will be able to independently and 

Proficiency Scale: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application or innovates with the 
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collaboratively investigate.   

 

 

learning goal.  

3- Student demonstrates mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by:   

 independently forming a relevant and appropriate research question to inquire 
about a topic or curiosity. 

 searching and gathering relevant information from multiple sources.  

 contributing to the work of the group by demonstrating a variety of traits including a 

strong work ethic and positive attitude for self and others.   

 synthesizing information and ideas to create a research product. 

 analyzing information inclusive of primary and secondary sources. 

 
2- Student demonstrates he/she  is nearing proficiency by: 

 recognizing and recalling specific  vocabulary such as hypothesis, analyze, primary 
source, collaboration and any other words that emerge as a part of content covered 
in gifted classes. 
 

1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 
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Goal #3 

High Priority Standards 

NAGC:  

3.4.1. Educators use critical-thinking strategies to meet the needs of students 

with gifts and talents. 

3.4.3. Educators use problem-solving model strategies to meet the needs of 

students with gifts and talents. 

 

Common Core College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards: 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.SL.1, SL.4 

CCSS.Math.Practice.MP2 

 

TILS: 

Strand C-Access information to answer questions and meet need/want 

Strand D- Look for solutions to real-world problems with the lens of  technology  

 

CREDE: 

Challenging  Activities- Teaching Complex Thinking 

Contextualization-Making Meaning- Connecting School to Students’ Lives 
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Learning Goal: Thinking Skills/Problem Solving 

Students will be able to recognize problems and 

persevere in solving them.   

Proficiency Scale: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application or innovates with 

the learning goal.  

3-Student demonstrates mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by:    

 recognizing and solving multi-step, complex problems independently and with 
others. 

 applying a variety of strategies and displaying perseverance  to solve a complex 
problem(i.e.  open-ended, trouble shooting, etc. ) utilizing technology as a 
resource. 

  using critical thinking skills  (i.e. analyze information, identify themes, etc. ) to 

achieve understanding, evaluate view points, and solve problems. 

2- Student demonstrates he/she is nearing proficiency by: 

 Performing processes such as: 

 the ability to independently and collaboratively identify relevant problems. 
 
 

 recognizing and recalling specific  vocabulary, such as brainstorm, argument, divergent, 

and substantiate and any other words that emerge, as a part of content covered in 

gifted classes. 

1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 
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Goal #4 

High Priority Standards 

NAGC : 

3.3.3. Educators provide opportunities for students with gifts and talents to explore, develop, or research their areas of interest and/or 

talent. 

3.4.2. Educators use creative-thinking strategies to meet the needs of students with gifts and talents. 

 

Common Core College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards: 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.SL.1 

CCSS.ELA –Literacy.CCRA.SL.5 
 
TILS: 

Strand A-Take and edit photos 

Strand A-Create and edit video 

Strand A-Create presentations using software (like Powerpoint, Prezi, etc. ) 

 

CREDE: 

Challenging  Activities- Teaching Complex Thinking 
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Learning Goal:  Creative Thinking 

Students will be able to creatively generate 

divergent solutions and products.    

Proficiency  Scales: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application or innovates with 

the learning goal.  

3-Student demonstrates mastery with the learning goal as evidenced by:   

  using creative and critical thinking skills  (i.e. originality, analyze information,  

imagination, flexible thinking, elaboration, etc.) to achieve understanding, 

evaluate view points, and solve problems. 

 synthesizing creative thinking skills and techniques (e.g. SCAMPER, thought 

experiments)   to originate ideas. 

 making and expressing meaningful connections to their learning. 

 
2- Student demonstrates he/she is nearing proficiency by: 

 recognizing and recalling specific vocabulary, such as imagination, flexibility, originality, 

elaboration, and authentic and any other words that emerge, as a part of content 

covered in gifted classes. 

1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 
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Goal #5 
 

High Priority Standards 

NAGC: 

1.1. Students with gifts and talents demonstrate self-knowledge with respect to their interests, strengths, identities, and needs in socio-

emotional development and in intellectual, academic, creative, leadership, and artistic domains.  

3.5 Students with gifts and talents develop knowledge and skills for living and being productive in a multicultural, diverse, and global society. 

4.4 Students with gifts and talents value their own and others’ language, heritage, and circumstance. They possess skills in communicating, 

teaming, and collaborating with diverse individuals and across diverse groups. They use positive strategies to address social issues, including 

discrimination and stereotyping. 

 

TILS: 

Strand F-Knows how to handle cyber bullies  

Strand F- Knows what kind of information you should and should not share online 

 

CREDE: 

Instructional Conversation- Teaching Through Conversation  

Contextualization-Making Meaning- Connecting School to Students’ Lives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DRAFT#5 

Learning Goals:  Affective   

Students will be able to make healthy decisions 

and act as responsible members of society.  

 

Proficiency Scale: 

4-Student demonstrates an in-depth inference or advanced application or innovates with 

the learning goal.  

3-Student demonstrates mastery through independence, consistency  and confidence with 

the learning goal as evidenced by:   

 embracing self- knowledge and self – expression to guide decisions and take risks. 

 applying respect for others for self and others. 

 applying affective domain learning skills including:  Receiving, Responding, 

Organizing, Valuing and  Internalization. 

 setting goals and taking steps toward those goals. 
 

2- Student demonstrates he/she is nearing proficiency by: 

 performing processes such as: 

 developing an understanding of self-concept ,organization and respect for others. 

 setting goals and taking steps toward those goals. 
 

 recognizing and recalling specific  vocabulary, such as fixed /growth mindset, 
passion,  perseverance, resilience, grit, empathy and any other words that emerge, 
as a part of content covered in gifted classes. 
 

1-Student demonstrates limited knowledge or skill with the learning goal. 
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