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 Dr. Riss also recognized WGHS athletic trainer Sean Wright.  She noted his 

dedication to the safety of students and his formation of the Athletic Trainer 
Club.  Mr. Smith stated that Mr. Wright does an excellent job. 
 
Mr. Loher mentioned the spirit week activities at the high school as well as the 
middle and elementary schools leading up to the Turkey Day Game and 
keeping tradition alive.  He also mentioned the Lion’s Club luncheon for the 
football team the day before the football game. 
 
Mrs. Clendennen recognized the Hixson Holiday House Tour organizers and 
the residents who opened their homes for the tour. 
 
Mr. Smith also noted the spirit week activities, including the chili fest and the 
number of returning alumni participating. 
 
Mr. Kearney mentioned the Professional Development Committee and 
Dr. Simpson’s leadership.  He also commented on the recent Strategic 
Planning Committee meeting. 
 
Mr. Addison recognized the recent One Act plays, the drama program, the 
Hixson House Tour, and the students performing on the day of the house 
tour. 
 
Mrs. Dugan commented on the Mr. Webster pageant, which raised money for 
the DECA trip to New York.  She also noted the vegan chili served at the chili 
fest and the Parent Club auction scheduled for March 2 at the Rigali Center. 
 
Ms. O’Brien also recognized the Hixson Holiday House Tour and the 
students performing during the event. 
 
Ms. Vespereny indicated that the funds collected by Avery students for Books 
for Africa bought 8,000 books and stocked three libraries. 
 
Dr. Riss noted recent professional development activities.  She also 
mentioned that Avery Assistant Principal Cindy Neu was selected as St. Louis 
Suburban Assistant Principal of the Year.  The artwork in the room is from 
Bristol Elementary. 
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BOARD LIAISON ACTIVITIES 
BOARD CANDIDATE 
FILING 

Ms. O’Brien noted that board candidate filing opens on December 11 at 
8:00 a.m. and closes on January 15 at 5:00 p.m.  Ballot position of individuals 
filing the first day will be determined by lottery. 
 

MSBA UPDATE Board members discussed plans to visit Jefferson City in February.  
Ms. O’Brien and Mr. Kearney will go on February 19, and Mrs. Dugan and 
Mr. Loher will go with the Legislative Advocacy Committee on February 26. 
 
Board members then considered the resolution regarding sequestration which 
was requested by MSBA.  After discussion Mr. Kearney moved, seconded by 
Mr. Smith, that the board approve the proposed Webster Groves School 
District Resolution Regarding Sequestration.  The motion carried 6-1.  The 
resolution will be shared with MSBA, NSBA, and the district’s legislators. 
 

POLICY SUB 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

Ms. O’Brien pointed out the notes from the BOE Policy Subcommittee.  
There were no questions or comments.  Approval of the policy revisions will 
be included on the January agenda. 
 

REPORTS FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT AND STAFF 
RESTRUCTURING 
BONDS PROPOSAL 

Dr. Moore introduced Greg Bricker from the district’s bond underwriter, 
George K. Baum & Company, and Debbie Rush, bond legal counsel from 
Thompson Coburn.  They discussed the proposed 2012 Bond Refunding 
Resolution authorizing the issuance and sale of general obligation refunding 
bonds.  All of the bonds have been sold at an average interest rate of 1.85% 
for 13 years.  Closing is scheduled for December 27, 2012.  Ms. Rush noted 
that policies will be submitted for approval in January in connection with the 
bond sale.  Mr. Bricker indicated he is confident he will come back in early 
2013 to refund additional bonds, leaving seven to be refunded in 2014. 
 

CONSIDERATION OF 
RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING 
REFUNDING OF 
BONDS 

After discussion by board members, Mr. Loher moved, seconded by 
Mrs. Dugan, that the board approve a resolution authorizing and directing the 
issuance, sale and delivery of approximately $9,800,000 principal amount of 
general obligation refunding bonds, series 2012, of the School District of 
Webster Groves, St. Louis County, Missouri; prescribing the form and details 
of said bonds; providing for the levy and collection of an annual tax for the 
purpose of paying the principal of and interest on said bonds as they become 
due; refunding certain of the district’s outstanding general obligation bonds; 
and authorizing certain other documents and actions in connection 
therewith.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 

ROCK HILL TIF 
DISCUSSION 

Board members discussed their position on the proposed $1.5 million TIF for 
the northwest corner of the Manchester and South McKnight intersection, 
including the lack of a cost estimate for environmental remediation on the 
site, the fact that the current firehouse is leased by the city of Rock Hill, and 
the possibility of the city obtaining the money through a bond issue.  After 
discussing the issue, a consensus was reached that the school district 
representatives on the TIF Commission should vote against the TIF. 
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COMMON CORE 
WORKSHOP 

Dr. Simpson delivered a presentation on the Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS) and the Webster Groves School District.  He shared some of the new 
standards, how they were developed, how they will be used to update the 
curriculum, the rationale for CCSS, the future of assessment, and the next 
steps to be taken.  Board members commented on the benefits of the CCSS 
to students who move to different districts or states, the fact that international 
information was used to generate the standards, future technology needs to 
accommodate required assessments, the next generation science standards, 
and what the board can do to help.  Dr. Simpson indicated that an updated 
technology plan is being written now and that the board should continue to 
invest in infrastructure updates and improvements.  Dr. Riss commented on 
professional development taking place, and she and board members thanked 
Dr. Simpson for his work on this project. 
 

ACTION ITEMS CONSENT AGENDA 
Mr. Loher moved, seconded by Mr. Smith, approval of the consent agenda 
including: 
 006a Minutes for the November 8, 2012, Joint Meeting with the Webster 

Groves City Council 
 006b Minutes for the November 12, 2012, Regular Meeting 
Payment of Bills 
 006c Monthly Expenditure Report:  November $4,108,452.82 
 006d Activity Account:  November $121,917.01 
 006e Cash Flow Summary Report 
 006f Receive and Approve Federal Programs Report 
 006g Approve Personnel Report 
The motion carried, 7-0. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

There were no additional public comments 
 

MOTION TO RECESS 
INTO CLOSED SESSION 

Mr. Loher moved, seconded by Mrs. Dugan, that the board recess into closed 
session for the purpose of discussing litigation [Sec.610.201(1) RS MO.] and 
personnel [Sec. 610.021(3) RS Mo].  Ms. O’Brien, yes; Mr. Smith, yes; 
Mr. Addison, yes; Mrs. Clendennen, yes; Mrs. Dugan, yes; Mr. Kearney, yes, 
and Mr. Loher, yes.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 

RECONVENE OPEN 
MEETING 
 

The open meeting was reconvened at 9:30 p.m. 
 

ADJOURNMENT There being no further business, Mrs. Clendennen moved, seconded by 
Mr. Addison, to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 
 
 
              

President    Secretary 


