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February 11, 2013 
 
 Ms. Mary Bargeron, parent of a high school student, stated she thinks it is 

reasonable to have the Wednesday before Thanksgiving as a non-attendance 
day.  She said the board should consider the whole range of students and their 
needs. 
 

UPDATED 
CORRESPONDENCE 
LOG 
 

Ms. O’Brien pointed out the Communications Log.  There were no questions 
or comments. 

RECOGNITIONS Dr. Riss introduced high school student and thespian Nathan Eswine, who is 
one of four student thespians in Missouri to be awarded a scholarship.  She 
noted that he performed in the one act play Zoo Story which took first place 
at state.   Nathan shared his possible future plans and thanked the board for 
their support of the drama program.  Dr. Riss then introduced high school 
drama teacher Todd Schaefer.  Mr. Loher noted that Nathan had appeared in 
two episodes of the Showtime series The Big C. 
 
Dr. Riss then introduced high school teacher Julie Burchett who received a 
Leader in Education award from Peabody for her ability to motivate and 
inspire students.  Ms. Burchett thanked the board for the opportunity to 
reach at-risk students through the Webster Challenge and Chelsea 
Experiential Learning Center. 
 
Mr. Loher recognized the Food for Thought Foundation event which took 
place on February 10.   
 
Ms. Clendennen stated her appreciation for the school counselors.   
 
Mr. Kearney noted the recent Alliance for Interracial Dignity dialogue 
concerning how our youth view Webster.  He thanked Mr. Smith for his 
efforts in connection with this event. 
 
Mr. Addison mentioned the A-Men and A-Ladies and the March 9 a cappella 
semi-finals. 
 
Mrs. Dugan shared that five wrestlers are going to state and noted the success 
of the basketball team.  She also thanked parent volunteers. 
 
Ms. O’Brien pointed out the Heart of the Community Green Initiative award 
which was on display.  She also noted the transitional activities taking place in 
the schools during this time of the year. 
 
Dr. Riss shared thanks with the board members for their service from the 
district and MSBA. 
 
 



Page Three 
Regular Meeting 
Board of Education 
February 11, 2013 
 
 Ms. Vespereny mentioned school supplies for students in Uganda collected by 

Avery students, and high school journalism students. 
 
Ms. O’Brien noted that the artwork in the room is from Clark. 
 

BOARD LIAISON ACTIVITIES 
MSBA UPDATE AND 
CERTIFICATION 
DISCUSSION 

Ms. O’Brien discussed attendance at the CSD Winter Conference and the 
two upcoming trips to Jefferson City to meet with legislators.  She also 
mentioned the MSBA Delegate Assembly scheduled for June 7 as part of the 
MSBA Leadership Conference weekend and the possible conflict with the 
board retreat scheduled for June 8.  She then discussed the requirements for 
the MSBA Leadership Award. 

WGSD FOUNDATION 
UPDATE 

Mrs. Dugan stated there was a good turnout for the Food for Thought event 
and that two PTO grants were awarded. 
 

TIF UPDATE AND 
DISCUSSION 

Dr. Moore opened the discussion of the Rock Hill TIF by noting that the plan 
was unanimously defeated by the TIF Commission.  The Rock Hill Board of 
Aldermen plans to vote on the TIF at its February 19 meeting.  Board 
members discussed actions to be taken before the meeting including sending a 
letter to each member of the Rock Hill Board of Aldermen which would also 
be read aloud at the meeting and notifying district parents of the upcoming 
vote and the district’s position on the TIF.  Minor changes were made to the 
draft letter to the Board of Aldermen, which will be sent out as soon as 
possible. 
 

BOARD CALENDAR 
REVIEW 
 

No additional discussion of the board calendar was necessary. 

REPORTS FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT AND STAFF 
RESOLUTION TO SELL 
REMAINING 2010 
BONDS AND 
REVINANCE 2006 
BONDS 

Dr. Moore shared the proposal to refinance and issue approximately 
$9.95 million in G.O. bonds.  The district still has outstanding $6.5 million 
in authorized bonds from the 2010 bond issue, and the balance of the bonds 
will be refunding series 2006 G.O. bonds.  The resolution appoints George K. 
Baum to underwrite the bonds and appoints Thompson Coburn LLP to serve 
as bond counsel.  The resolution further authorizes such action necessary to 
carry out the offering for the sale of the bonds. 
 
Board members asked whether the offer would be able to be withdrawn if 
interest rates rise, and Dr. Moore indicated that would be possible. 
 
Approval of the resolution is on the consent agenda. 
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HVAC BID APPROVAL Design build HVAC contractor bids for the high school 1964 addition were 

presented by construction project manager Rob Steuber and Jeff Lowe from 
FSG.  Four bids were received.  One bid was determined to be non-responsive, 
and of the remaining three, the bid from Air Masters was recommended.  The 
bid includes value engineering options and is in line with the projected 
amount to also allow the needed roofing work. 
 
Approval of the bid is on the consent agenda. 
 

COORDINATED 
HEALTH & WELLNESS 
REPORT 

Mr. John M. Thomas presented the Coordinated Safety, Health and Wellness 
Program report.  He focused on 2012-2013 highlights including Achieving 
Responsibility Through Creativity (ARTC) at the elementary level, the 
planned middle school town hall forum, ALICE techniques training with the 
assistance of the Webster Groves and Rock Hill Police Departments, and the 
DESE food services audit.  The food services auditor was very complimentary 
of the high school food service program and stated it should be a model for 
food service programs. 
 
Board members asked questions resulting from Hixson’s Bagels with the 
Board event concerning the middle school health curriculum.  Teachers 
indicated there is not enough time and a more in-depth health curriculum is 
needed.  Dr. Simpson indicated the health curriculum is currently under 
review and some health-related topics are covered in other classes such as 
science. 
 

STRATEGIC PLANNING 
PROCESS 

Dr. Riss opened the discussion of the strategic planning process noting the 
proposed dates for community meetings.  Board members will check their 
calendars and notify Dr. Riss of their availability for the meetings. 
 
Board members then discussed the proposed themes and taglines.  They 
agreed with the recommended theme and tagline for the community forums 
and selected the theme “Pathways to the Future” and the tagline “Webster 
Groves School District Initiative” for the strategic planning work. 
 
Board members agreed with the proposed strategic planning process. 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
DISCUSSION 

Ms. O’Brien opened the school calendar discussion by asking members for 
their views on the day before Thanksgiving as a non-attendance day.  After 
each board member had the opportunity to state his or her view on the issue, 
Mr. Smith moved, seconded by Mr. Kearney, that the Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving be a non-attendance day.  Members voted as follows:  
Mr. Addison, no; Mrs. Clendennen, no; Mrs. Dugan, no; Mr. Kearney, yes; 
Mr. Loher, no; Mr. Smith, yes.  The motion failed by a vote of 4-2. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS Mr. Dave Buck spoke about the need to take the district from good to great as 
expressed in the August 2011 community idea session. 
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ACTION ITEMS CONSENT AGENDA 

Mr. Loher moved, seconded by Mr. Kearney, approval of the consent agenda 
including: 
 008a Minutes from the January 12, 2013, BOE Retreat Meeting 
 008b Minutes from the January 14, 2013, BOE Regular Meeting 
Payment of Bills 
 008c Monthly Expenditure Report:  January $5,614,884.70 
 008d Activity Account:  January $61,063.05 
 008e Cash Flow Summary Report 
 008f Approve Personnel Report 
 008g HVAC Bid Recommendations 
 008h Resolution to Sell Remaining 2010 Bonds and Refinance 2006 

Bonds 
 008i Approve $10,000 Donation to Arts/Science Campaign 
The motion carried, 7-0. 
 

MOTION TO RECESS 
INTO CLOSED SESSION 

Mr. Loher moved, seconded by Mrs. Dugan, that the board recess into closed 
session for the purpose of discussing Personnel [Sec. 610.021(3) RS Mo], 
Litigation [Sec.610.201(1) RS MO.] and Meet and Confer [Sec.610.021(9) RS 
Mo]..  Ms. O’Brien, yes; Mr. Smith, yes; Mr. Addison, yes; Mrs. Clendennen, 
yes; Mrs. Dugan, yes; Mr. Kearney, yes, and Mr. Loher, yes.  The motion 
carried 7-0. 
 

RECONVENE OPEN 
MEETING 
 

The open meeting was reconvened at 10:10 p.m. 
 

ADJOURNMENT There being no further business, Mr. Loher moved, seconded by Mr. Addison, 
to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 p.m.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 
 
 
              

President    Secretary 


